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It has been an honor to judge again. General Level at the competition | found to be very high, especially on technique and
precision are concerned. However some more creativity among contestants would be very welcome. None of performance
seemed to be really memorable to me. Seeking for more originality is what | would recommend young pianists.

The basis is sound! Working on sound, we simultaneously improve our technique and sensitivity to music. For that, we need
constant arm contact with tip of finger without the elbow to get the bottom of the keyboard. We need always full sound in
every dynamic.

All participants of the final round of Solo Artists and Concerto C categories performed enthusiastically. Not only good at
technique but also being attentive to the sounds you were making. The performance of those who listened carefully conveyed
pleasant music to the audience. On the contrary, the performance of those who didn't listen carefully enough and consequently
used the pedal at inappropriate places touched me less. Be more attentive to the sounds and colors you create. Especially in the
concerto category, quality and color of the sounds will affect greatly whether your performance will sound convincing or not.

As you would expect of the final round, there were many satisfactory performances executed with much deliberation. It is
important that you feel the flow of the music, but also make sure to have objectivity so that you grasp the overall structure of
the piece. Moreover, both physical and mental strength are required so that you are able to perform the piece with a high level
of concentration. We also have to consciously make the piano resonate, and | must say that this was something that some of the
participants were not fully aware of. For concerto, students who had soloistic ability and who were able to create a dialogue
with the strings made a lasting impression.

We could tell that participants have adoringly approached to the music of Chopin. Encountering touching performances was one
of the most pleasant and happy moments when we sit on jury.Try to create more multi-dimensional music by taking advantage
of the space. Variety of techniques are required in order to bring out the charm of Chopin's music. Work on improving finger
legato in @ more melodic way even in quick passages. Sincerely wishing for your further development in near future.
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The level of the top prize winners in the Solo Artist Category was very close. What made the difference was how stable the
tempo was and also how careful one has read the score. Learn left hand once more--listen and play it more musically and always
be precise in rhythms.
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Many performances were excellent and very musical. Some performances were not ready to perform in terms of technique and
other aspects --Looking forward to hearing them next time.
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How to resonate the piano and how to collaborate with strings are important aspects of playing in this category. In addition to
good physical condition, how well you learn your part and how well you lead the music among the ensemble are also crucial --
each soloist has to actively show the way they would like to make music. Be aware of that e minor is a tonality representing not
only darkness and sorrow , but also containing hidden strength. | sincerely appreciate the member of Prima Vista String Quartet
for their excellent work accompanying the whole concerto of 6 participants!!

Prima Vista String Quartet must be exhausted after accompanying 6 participants who all chose to play the e minor concerto. The
quartet supported the soloists well in their music-making. Each 6 participants showed their individuality and performed
excellently. Some soloists led the quartet well and those performance were satisfying to listen to. Since there is a different kind
of pressure required in concerto playing, even those who accidentally made some mistakes in the middle were able to find
his/her way back to the right place.




