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January 10th High School Category

I would like the young musicians to pay more attention to the quality of sound. Thinking more about the structure of the
composition when playing Ballade and Scherzo. All codas they don’t need to play faster than the all Ballada or Scherzos. Don’t play
too fast, think about music, not speed.

How to feel the bottom of the key? Activate your shoulder (very loose). Feel shoulders by contact with finger tips. Elbows always are
relaxed!!! It is the way how to reign over sound. How to get full, melodious, round and expressive sound! Always finger gets impulse
from shoulder!

Every participant made music that was true to oneself with no exaggeration. Even those of you who feel that your result this time
was not what you were expecting for, the experience you have gained through performing on stage must already have changed
something in you. --there is a world that you could see only when your level of concentraion is pushed to the limit. Competition is an
occasion consisting of various conditions and unexpected matters. Continue cherishing your own music.

Although expression can be achieved through solid technique, try to polish your sensibility more. Make the best use of the
instrument --use different touches to create tone colors also bring out the harmonies. Take great care of breathing (i.e. how to
create a space between phrases) and phrasing to make natural and beautiful flow of music.

Every participant had a high level of concentration during their performance. Pedaling --I believe pedaling is one of the problematic
aspects even for professional pianists. For example, just thinking about the relation between harmony and pedaling a bit more might
allow you to achieve richer sound. Listen to a variety of recordings from all kinds of eras. Do not only listen to the CDs and YouTube,
but also attend recitals. | had an impression that you haven't had many chances listening to other people's performances in general.
Rubato --1 believe rubato is one of the biggest challenges in the music of Chopin. | again encourage all participants to listen to many
more performances.

| appreciate that | could listened to the result of study carried out by participants with the help of their teachers and with much love
to Chopin. Try to develop the quality of forte sound and expand the range of dynamics. Also try to increase your concentration on
stage more especially when you perform etudes. | was particulary intrigued by the performances for which participants have read
the score well which is regarded as Chopin's own self. | was also impressed by some of the performances which showed much
maturity despite their age.

The performances were full of energies and youthfulness. For etudes, rather than pursuing the speed, control and polish each sound
and perform with stability. By adding softness and delicacy to your touch, try to create the sound which Chopin was seeking for.
Chopin has written the details such as pedaling on the score, so | encourage you to read it once more.




