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January 11th Elementary School 5th and 6th grade Category

Dear Friends —Listening to near 80 participants of 5th and 6th grade, | was thinking how difficult it is to teach very young pianists!
They should know how to make beautiful sound, how to make legato cantabile, how to understand harmonic structure, how to
enlarge imagination and creativity to develop artistic personality —not only pianistic abilities! Student should listen and know how to
correct immediately all elements of piano playing —good luck!

Every participant performed well with individuality and charm. While futher cultivating musical expression in your performance, try
to master the basics as well --counting rhythm and pulse precisely, shaping phrases, etc.

We could tell that every participants has practiced well. | admire your attitude of devoting yourself to piano playing. Good work
everyone! From now on, try not only learning notes but also paying more attention to the details on the score in order to interpret
and express Chopin's sentiment music more in depth. Try also to develop intelligence, sensibility, and technique while enjoying the
music --these will be valuable assets in your life.

Cautiously consider tempo, colors of tonality, etc. which Chopin has written on the score, and avoid solely trusting your feeling when
you perform. Always listen ahead to the note you play and connect it to the next melody. As the sonority of the piano varies
depending on the hall, | found it regrettable that some of the participants didn't seem to have considered taking advantage of it.

Pay closer attention to the details on the score in order to achieve a deeper understanding of the music. When playing the piano, ears
are extremely important, not fingers. Listen to the sound that you produce more carefully and more attentively. Record your
performance and judge it objectively and critically. Avoid performing as if you were playing finger exercises --when you play the
piano, always listen to the base line and feel the harmony. Make sure that your music always has a direction towards a certain note
which ought to be underlined. Never hit the keyboard, learn how to relax your body. Sing naturally --you sing a phrase in one breath.




