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January 12th Elementary School 3rd and 4th grade Category

Relaxation of all hands in particular joints for to play with articulation legato cantabile so important element in romantic music.
Listen balance between hands and look for noble tone in all dynamics shadows and colors. Develop emotional and musical

imagination.

Practice pedaling in particular original Chopin’s indications.

Proportions between a main melody and accompaniment. Double notes: more sound for the top voice. Pedaling: respect the score.
Precise rhythms. Freedom in gestures. Dance character depends on the expression of the accompaniment rhythms and right tempo.

Participants performed with individuality. | admire that every performance were well prepared. Now that you are still the 3rd and 4th
grade of elementary school, and have full of sensitivity, try to listen to good music and good performance as much as possible. While
you are learning the piano, do not only aim for the perfect performance, but also aim for expanding the range of expression.

Ask yourself whether your way of singing and rubato is natural and musical, whether your tone is beutiful, whether your sonority
sounds suitable to Chopin's style, and whether you have listened carefully enough to the balance of volume, harmony, and
polyphony. Make sure that you know the shape of phrase and which part of the melody is important --be aware of these things in
order to avoid singing in the same way every time. After working on details, try to see a bigger picture.

There were many performances full of motivation to express music. It was a pity that some of you tried too hard and the sound
turned out to be too harsh when you play in forte. Shape a longer phrase and feel changes and transitions in the music. Even if you
could not receive the result you were aiming for, I'm sure you have already learned a lot through practicing for and performing at this
stage. There will be many more opportunities in the future, therefore try to consider that the competition is an opportunity to
improve and strive for the better.

There were many participants who sang well and performed musically. You listened to the long bass note and harmony carefully.
When playing in forte, some of you sounded a bit too energetic and made harsh sound and/or the rhythms became too sharp and
intense --Be careful not to interrupt the flow of music.

As you would expect of the final round, there were many excellent performances. It is the period that you grow both physically and
technically --I could tell that you have practiced a lot. Sometimes | found that you depended too much on the tempo, therefore the
way of expression became unnatural --try to make natural and rich tone colors in your playing!




