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January 12th Concerto B, Elementary School 1st and 2nd grade

General Comment: Total contact with the piano: First of all, we play everything from the shoulder without the elbow, then we can

feel the bottom of the key. Through that, we can reign and create sound! Getting full, melodious, round and reach with “vibrato”
one!
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At the second round, you performed with 2nd piano, but at the final round, you performed with string quartet. There were
some participants who seemed to have a challenge in breathing together with other instruments. Be careful not to focus just
on playing the right notes --Remember that you have to be expressive and solid at competitions.

Every participant was trying to do their best, but I felt that they were not conscious enough of how their music was received
by the audience. At this level, it seems to me that many participants need to work on the basics to step up to the next level.

| enjoyed the performances greatly --Good balance between piano and string quartet.

When you perform solely, you always try to convey the music to the others. When you perform with other instruments, try to
do the same --you need to listen and feel the new harmony created by the whole ensemble, and make this harmony to your
own --this is a very challenging thing to do, but very important aspect to work on.

Many participants seem to have given their whole mind to their performance. They performed so freely and well that even
some small mistakes didn't bother me.

Participants performed the same piece but everyone performed it in his/her own way --It was a pleasure listening to them.
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| was impressed with the high standard of your performances although you have started to play the piano only a few years
ago. Try to feel the meter of dance, also don’t over do rubato --some of the performance sounded as "deformed Chopin".

| was impressed that participants performed such difficult repertoire. | have also listened to the 2nd round --I found the same
participants sounded differently when | sat at Yuri Hall and at La Sala Scala in terms of tone colors and expression. Try to
adjust pedaling and balance suitable to the hall you are performing.

It must have been a big challenge for these young participants to perform such difficult repertoire, but | am sure that you all
have learned a lot through this experience. | clearly felt the difference between those who were playing exactly as what their
teachers had suggested and those who felt and listened to the music attentively and created their own sound while
performing. Work on pedaling --Learning how to use the pedal properly is one of the crucial problems to solve for students in
this age group.

Many participants sang on the piano with much care and affection, and the flow of music was beautiful.

| was deeply impressed by these very young partiscipants who performed confidently, and never shrank from their little




